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Razor1911 Crack Fix“We have a lot of issues that we need to address in West

Virginia,” Sen. Joe Manchin (D-WV) told me in one of our first conversations this
week. Manchin has held his seat since 1996, starting his career as a legislative
page while he was in college. He says he’s always had a deep connection to the
West Virginia story, and that he’s always been concerned about the many issues

that affect his state. “I knew I wanted to be a part of things that make West Virginia
better, so I got involved in politics, but I’ve always had my heart here in the state,”
he says. He won his first race for the state senate in 1992, and in 1996, he won his

first election for the U.S. House of Representatives. And that gives him a unique
perspective in the Senate as minority whip, the third-ranking party leader. He says

that as majority leader, Mitch McConnell has allowed few Democrats to hold the
floor during prime time, on the fast track to garner votes. And he says McConnell’s
gridlock in the Senate has only increased since Obamacare passed. “West Virginia
is one of the states that has been severely damaged by the fact that they have not

been a part of that major economic debate,” he says. Manchin says he’s been
frustrated by the Senate’s handling of the budget, particularly the SGR

(pronounced “Shrinkage”) provision that is a long-standing cost-cutting measure
that has been frozen since
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