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the exercises are aimed at building the basic skills of speaking and
listening. there are short conversations, media clips, exercises based

around role play, group discussion, photography and recording activities.
students will also have fun role play activities, fast talking exercises (fill in

the blanks), and mixed media activities with digital games and
animations. the book is set out into 10 topics that cover the areas of need
that students in the upper intermediate classes may need to brush up on

and then there is a section of 'play' sections that aim to develop the
students' confidence and self-esteem through interaction and a variety of
tasks. the information is split into three parts - the "reading" section, the
"speaking and listening" section and the "writing and speaking" section.
each is headed up by a topic and has a page for each skill of the english
language. there is also a page to create your own timetable and another
to work through the "fun" section. finally, there is an index, a glossary, a
reading guide, and an a4 teacher's guide. the teacher's guide includes

activities and outlines, as well as materials lists for some of the resources.
in all sections, there are activities in each section, they are suggested and
may be adjusted depending on a teacher's class. through the activities, i
am sure that teachers will be able to create the best classes possible for
their students. the feel of the book is that of a confident, confident young
woman. the layout of the book is such that even though the activities are
aimed at beginning, upper intermediate students, there is also a certain
level of 'in-betweenness' to the work with activities that help to develop

students on the boundary between beginning and advanced.
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finally, the book is priced at £24.99. the student book with
active book option comes with student costs of £19. for this

price, students get access to all the materials and they do not
need to have purchased face2face to use them. i’ve not

checked the availability of the book in other countries but the
price seems reasonable. if you’re buying a textbook for a

class of 20 or 30 students, then it is certainly not a bad value
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at £24. disclaimer: i received the book free from pearson to
conduct a review. however, all views expressed are my own
and i was not influenced by the publisher in any way. i was

not provided with any other form of compensation. american
speakout follows a balanced approach to topics, language

development and skills work. speaking activities are
prominent, but not at the expense of the other core skills of

reading, writing and listening, which are developed
systematically throughout. the book is divided into ten units.

the way the material is collected into units seems a little
random at times but the units are also subdivided, making it
possible to pick and choose sub-units according to what type

of group or student you are teaching. i looked at the book
and the materials online, but i’m not sure whether it’s

intended to be a student book or a teacher’s book. i don’t
need a teacher’s book, but it’s likely to be useful for students
who are getting a little restless with the content covered in
their textbooks. i think that’s where the book falls down: it’s

pretty well-written, but there’s too much content to cover in a
single book. 5ec8ef588b
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