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Tropicana is a steel barge built in 1930 by Bethlehem Steel
Corporation in Sparrows Point, Maryland. She was originally
named Bethlehem to commemorate Bethlehem Steel, which had
been formed in 1916 by the merger of several Bethlehem Iron
Company and Continental Steel Company plants, and was based in
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. In 1933, the ship's name was changed to
Tropicana to commemorate the 300-acre Tropicana Country Club
at nearby Lake Tropicana, a planned residential and recreational
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development that did not come to fruition. After her name change,
she was renamed from "Tropicana" to "Tropicana No. 1" in 1934
and to "Tropicana No. 2" in 1935. In 1941, she was renamed again
from "Tropicana" to "Tropicana C" and was registered in the
National Defense Reserve Fleet (also known as the Reserve Fleet
Auxiliary System). In 1945, she was purchased by the United
States Navy and named "SS Tropicana" at the Bethlehem Sparrows
Point Steel Shipyard. She served in the Pacific Ocean during World
War II, and was decommissioned in 1946. In 1957, she was
purchased by Georgia Pacific Company, a pulp and paper producer
based in Atlanta, Georgia. In 1977, she was sold to the City of
Tampa, Florida, and renamed "Tropicana" after the city. In 1980,
she was sold to Magnolia Shipping, a Panamanian company that
later became PDI-
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